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“While Kyra loved the horses at home, none of them were what 
you could call performance horses. They were just good, sensible 
grade horses – steady enough and reliable enough for both the 
beginner students, and for the challenged children who came to 
her mum’s therapeutic riding program.
     “Kyra longed now for a horse with spark and fire. She longed 
for a horse with real potential. She longed, in her heart, for the 
touch of something wild.”
– from Chapter One

Seventeen-year-old Kyra and her widowed mother operate a riding stable in the rugged Canadian Shield. The 
Touch of Something Wild is the story of Kyra, her mother, and their fellow riders. It is also the story of Warrior, 
the iron-grey renegade horse that captures Kyra’s heart.

colleen rutherford archer is a freelance writer from Deep River, Ontario, where she operates a small horse 
stable and for ten summers ran a volunteer therapeutic riding program with her friends. 
     Colleen has published three young adult novels (Foxy and the 
Missing Mask, Penumbra Press; Riding High, Penumbra Press; and The 
Horse Dealer, Borealis Press), a novella, and hundreds of articles and 
short stories for newspapers, magazines, and anthologies.

judi pennanen has illustrated several books for Penumbra Press, 
including Colleen Archer’s Riding High. Judi resides in Quispamsis, 
New Brunswick.
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